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Weather, development threaten the nearly 90 gravestones, t

By PATRICK C. RUPPE
Stafl Reporter

SOUTH CORTLAMD — One of
Cortland County’s oldest cemeter-
ies sits virtually urnmoticed by the
thousands of metorists who pass
by it each day on Route 13,

The South Cortland Cemetery,
nestled betwesn the fosmer Smith
Corona buitding and the 134, Mur-
ray Center on Route 13, was estab-
lished nearly 200 years ago.

The last person buned at the
graveyard, Daniel Mc H:ll_i.ﬂv:r. RS
buried in 1931, The oldest stone
marks the gravesite of Iohn
Calvert, who died in 1808

The cemetery is the final resting
place of some of the town's first
settlers, soldiers from the Revolu-
tiottary War, children who wers
not even a vear ofd and people
who lived well into their 80s.

While some of the hesdstones
are in surprismgly good condition,
cthers lie fractured on the ground
of lean from sinking or shifting
gromnd,

still other stones have been up-
rooted over the years and lean
against other headstones, their in-
scriptions indecipherable.

It°s 2 piece of the county’s histo-
ry thal must be maintzined, said
Cortlandville Historian and Town
Councilman Ron Rocco,

“The cemetery needs some tend-
mg,” Roecco said. "The grave-
Flomes, some of them have fallen
over. Trees need some pruning, We
want to mamntain this in 4 more
dignified manner. It won't be long
before the extreme winter climate
deatroys what is left.”

While some headstone inscrip-
tionz are still easily readable,
cracks are widening and threaten
to seon shed the outer layers of the
stoies,

There is no deed on the property,
Kocco said, but as an abandoned
ccmelery, the wwn i8 responsible
for maintaining the 39,000-squnre-
toot plot of land, which howses
nearly 90 pravesites. The town

' mows the grass and maintains the

stomie wall and wood fencing that
survoundds the plot of land. But
money to refurbish small cemeter-
ies i scaree, Roceo said, and those
sites are oflen overlooked,

Koceo said there copld ke fund-
ing available through the siate that
could be used to prevent further
weathering of the headstopes and
provide for the general upkeen of
the graveyard.

"There is money for cemeter-
is,” he sakd, “I'm looking into
hat, But I'bope thers are alio peo-
ple Jocally who would support
restoration,™

Roceo said he would be address-
ing the issue soon with members
of the Town Board,

Rocco said he i= also consider-
ing confacting SUNY Cortland o
ed il students and faculty would
be willing-to take on a restoration
project.

The other issue that potentinlly
could threaten the historic site 13
the encroaching business develop-

e

Cortlandville Historian Ron Roceco examines a tombstone Thursday in the South Cortland Ceme
a tombstone in the South Cortland Cemetery fram 1831. The cemetery, nestied between the fo'l
Murray Conter, was established nearly 200 years ago. BELOW RIGHT: A cracked tombstane sit

sprout through the cracks of a fallen tnmleﬂtnna fram 1866. -
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ment in that section of the town.

With a preposal to build & Wal-
Mart Supercenter just across Route
|3, and enother proposal to possi-
bly build 2 Home Depot just south
of the gravevard, pressure could
ensue to move the graveyard, Roc-
co said, although it would be
cumbersome and likely unpopular
propogition.

"It i just sad that it is thers, like
S0 MARY cosfeterics, surrounded
by development, nearly invisible
to people that pass by,” Rocco
said, "1 want to see if we can main-
tain it for as long as possinle.
Some of the carliest citizens
that lived in Cortlandville are
buried here.”

—,



	Page 1

